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To the Right Reverend the 


(1 


rd Biſhop of Loxbox 


— — —— — 2 —— - - 


My Lord, 


— Hurbly beg leave to prefix 
$ [8] your Lordſhip's Name to 
Ry! a Diſcourſe on the N 
2 of Chriſt's Satisfaction, tc 
way the Sins of the World. | 
Waar I intend by the Publicati- 
on of it, is, to increaſe a true Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and point out the 
principles laid down i in the Goſpel, 
through a Belief in which only we 
an do him real Honour 3 in e 
or us. 

I with this Subject had fall'n zu 
m abler Hand; — as few have _ 
on * in this Argument * 
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schemes can take Place, till your 


DE DICATIO 


— though imperfect Attempt 
towards ſuch a pious Deſign, I tut 
will be receiv d with Favour by you Wl 
Lorgibip.,. 7 ö 

INDEED I form this 1 1 of ; 
your Lordſhip's Opinion, not from if 
the Honour I have of any perſonal 
Acquaintance with your Lord(hip ; 
but from the many learned and pion | 
Difcourſes preſented by your Lord 
ſhip to the World, moſt feafonably 
on critical Occafions. And I an 
confirm'd in it from the numberk{ 
Writings of the Infidek, who tak: 
eſpecial Care, in all their Infide 
Papers deliver d to the Publick, to 
throw the moſt bitter Calumny and 


Reproaches on your Lordfhip ; which N c 


. „ Fd GAY „ my Fa 


gives me an evident Proof, that they g 


imagine none of their wicked I o 


Lordflip's Character is firft brought 


Into Difcredit i in the World. 
EAN 


DE ATION 

Evxxr good Man's Heart muſt 
burn within him, whilſt he reads the 
Vritings of the Infidels daily publiſh d 
amongſt us; tis not the Arguments 
W which they offer, that give us the 
vuneaſineſs, but the impudent Man- 
ner in which they dare to write. 
FTaxxx is no Character we ſee fo 
good, no Station ſo high, but they 
take upon them to vilify in thoſe 
who differ from them; as if theſe 
Men had all the Truth on their ſide, 
and were injur'd greatly in that they 
have not already receiv'd the higheſt 
Honours in Church and State, for 
their Attempts to ſubvert Chriſtia- 
nity. 

Bur were ſuch Men willing to be 
convinced by Reafon, or foftned by 
gentle Perſuaſions; your Lordſhip's 
own Arguments, drawn in the true 
Spirit of Meekneſs, had long ago 
| freed 
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DICATION. 
bas us from the Trouble ſuch Men 
yet daily give us. 

Tnar your Lordſhip may long 
live to enjoy the higheſt Elten 
which you deſervedly merit from al 
good Men, and remain Superior in 
Power to the contemptible Malice of 
the Infidel, as you are in Learning 


| and Goodneſs; is the Prayer of, 


My Loxp, 


Your Lordſbip's 


M of Humble Servant, 


Robert Leeke, 


GAL. ii. 22 1. 


If righteouſneſs come by the Law, then 
Chriſt is dead in vain. 


572 HE Chriſtian Religion con- 
uveys two invaluable Bleſſings 
do us, a perfect Rule of 
ITN Manners, and a Covenant 
of Mercy to fallen Man. 
Theſe Bleſſings convey 
| every thing to us that we 
want to — of God in the preſent Life. We 
are taught from hence what Meaſures of Duty 
and Obedience God expects from his Creatures, 
and how to be reſtor'd, after ſo many Failings, 
to Favour again. Since God hath made ſuch 
gracious Diſcoveries to us in this Life, one would 
imagine every Man of common Senſe would be 
ready to return Almighty God his beſt Thanks 
for them : Bur *tis not ſo in our Days; they who 
pretend to be the beſt and wiſeſt Thinkers 
amongſt us, have no Thanks to pay to God for 
ach kind of Favours, but laugh at the Folly of 
B thoſe 
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85 2 ] 
thoſe who believe and truſt in them. One whil 
_ theſe Men ridicul'd our Faith, becauſe they de. 
clared the Proof inſufficient ; but not being able 
to maintain Infidelity with Credit on that 
bottom, they have ſhifted the Plea, and a 
length tell us, let the Prbof be what it will for 
the Miſſion of a Saviour, they do not want him; 
for natural Reaſon is ſufficient to tell us ou 
Duty: Therefore Revelation 'is uſeleſs in point 
of Inſtruction. They know from Reaſon toy, 
that a merciful God will forgive the repenting 
Sinner without an Atonement ; therefore the 
need no Saviour to die for their Sins. Thusi 
Man's natural Reaſon and Strength made ſuff- 


cient for all Purpoſes in Religion. : 
Bur before we part with our dear Redeemer, Wi ©: 
we intreat them to anſwer us a few Queſtion. ſe 
Do they maintain that the Reaſon of even fo 
Man is ſufficient, and therefore Revelatin In 
uſeful in point of Inſtruction to no one? 088 V. 
is it only the Reaſon of many that is , P 
Perhaps they mean only of a few, that is, a h 2g 
great Thinkers like themſelves, and that ſud nat 
great Genius's have been rais'd up by God ini : 
Ages to be the general Inſtructors of Mank try 
whoſe Reaſon or Abilities fall greatly ſhort i Chi 
that meaſure of divine Knowledge they hf Ch: 
acquir'd, This Opinion I imagine they u Que 
chuſe to maintain, becauſe it will beſt ſuit i — 
01 


Vanity of the Sect. 
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Was I to reaſon this matter with ſuch Men 
at Jarge, I would allow them to have got as 
reat a Knowledge of divine Truth, as the na- 
rural Reaſon of Man is able to acquire. More- 
over, that they had carried their Searches this 
way as far as Plato or Cicero, and through the 
Aid of modern Improvements in natural Philo- 
ſophy much farther. And againſt all theſe 
Advantages, it may undoubtedly be maintain'd, 
that *ris impoſſible for ſuch acute Reaſoners 
ever to arrive, by the help of Nature, at that 
degree of Knowledge of divine Truth deliver'd 
in the inſpir'd Writings : But in this Diſpute 
would by no means allow , all which they 
pretend to teach from Nature, concerning God 
and our Duty to him, to be the Acquirements 
of their own natural Reaſon; for as they have 
ſeen the Light of the Goſpel ſhining clearly be- 
fore them, they have certainly borrow'd much 
Inſtrution from thence, without having the 
Virtue to own it. There they have feen many 
Parts of Duty open'd to the World, which are 
agreeable to Reaſon, and yet they are ſuch as 
natural Reaſon alone could not have diſcover'd. 

Taz true State of this Matter can only be 
try'd, from thoſe who liv'd before the Age of 
Chriſt, or after him, in ſuch Countries where 
Chriſt hath not been yet preach'd. The 
Queſtion thus ſtated, let the Infidel produce 
from thence, if he can, ſuch a Syſtem of divine 
Morality as Chriſt hath taught; and if he can- 
B 2 not 


[ 4 ] | 
not, which we do aſſert, then is there a plan 
matter of Fact againſt him, which at once 
confutes all that he can ſay in Favour of naturz 
Reaſon, as oppoſed to the Benefit of Revelation, 
in point of Inſtruction in the Rules of Morality, 

In further Proſecution of this Argument, 
could produce a large Liſt of Duties which God 
requires by Chriſt, which it was impoſſible for 
Nature to teach, ere he had revealed then, 
What Virtue Nature hath taught or can teach, 
I could ſhew is now taught upon new and better 
Principles, extended in Degree, and deliver 
with greater Authority and more Clearneſs. 
Bur I do not intend in this Diſcourſe, to 
treat this Part of the Argument for Chriſt x 
large ; I ſhall therefore leave it, only ſuggeſting 
a few things, from whence an impartial Searcher 
of Truth may diſcern, wherein Nature muſt 
ſubmit to the Aid of Revelation, human Knoy: 
ledge to divine Inſtruction. 

Hap Man, before the coming of Chril, 
ſuch a clear View either of the divine or human 
Nature, as is preſented in the Goſpel of Chriſt? 
Did the World underſtand the Doctrine of the 
Creation of Man, and a particular Providence 
of God, as clearly as they have done in theſe 
latter Ages? If Men will ſay they did, |: 
them produce the Books where _ Knowledge 


can be found. 


No 
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No one can pretend to ſay, that the Grounds 
na Reaſons of the Corruption of human Na- 
Jure were ever rightly underſtood without Reve- 
on, or ever a proper Remedy known, till 
hriſt offered one. The Infidel, I know, is 
ot concern'd about this Part of Knowledge, 
or he believes no hereditary Corruption of 
uman Nature; and yet this is ſuch a funda- 
ental Truth in Divinity, that the Neceſſity 
ff a new Revelation in Chriſt is grounded upon 
t; and therefore the Infidel takes all the Pains 
e can to ridicule the facred Hiſtory of the 
all of Man. 

Wir the true State of human Nature, we 
ee the divine more clearly open'd to us: In it 
hree Perſons in the Godhead, each of which 
ath undertaken a diſtin&t Office for the Re- 
overy of us out of the preſent Miſery and Cor- 
uption of our Nature; and amongſt other great 

elps propos'd, God hath open'd a clear view 
doth of the Nature and Duration of that happy 
tate, which he has reſerv'd for Man in a fu- 
ure Life, and what is above all, hath given us 
certain Title to it. For could Man have ſeen 
dy the Eye of Reaſon within the Clouds, and 
iken a full View of the Joys of Heaven, yet 
hat would ſuch Knowledge have avail'd with- 
ut knowing the Way to come at it? and 1 
all upon the Infidel to ſhew me by what Title 
e could have hop'd for Heaven, without the 
avour of God in Jeſus Chriſt ? How either 

perfect 
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and have received greater Benefits from him. 


having received yet more plentiful Meaſures 


16 
perfect Innocence in Man, or ſincere Repei 
tance, could have ſtrictly merited a Title y 
the tranſcendent Rewards of Heaven? G0 
gave hopes of. this State to Adam, not fort 
Obſervance of the Law of Nature, but of; 
poſitive Precept he had enjoyn'd him. He 
ways did, and ever will give this great Happ 
nefs on what Terms he pleaſes: For it is {ut 
as no Labour or Merit of ours can purchak 
They who ever enjoy it, mult accept it firſt x 
the voluntary Giſt of God. All theſe are n 
only ſo many diſtinct Favours and Parts of nw 
Knowledge in Chriſt, but they bring likewi 
along with them many correſpondent Duti 
owing from us to God for them. For with m 
it is a very plain Truth, that every Branch d 
new Inſtruction offer'd by God, every Benet 
conferr'd from thence, becomes a Means ton 
cite, or enlarge our Love, our Hopes or Fear, 
and muſt neceſſarily tend in ſome degree tou 
fluence our moral Obedience, 

Hencz are Chriſtians call'd upon to hight 
degrees of Virtue and Gratitude, than eit 
Few or Gentile, We know more of God, ail 
our Duty to him, than either of that Peop 


Tux Senſe of Duty in the Gentile was to bei 
Act of Gratitude for Creation and Preſervatio 
in the Jet (beſides theſe) for ſpecial Miracles 
Love conferr'd on that People; we Chriſtus 


Knowle 
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nowledge and Goodneſs, muſt exceed both, = 
peturns of Love and Duty. 

From the Beginning of the World, we may 
bſerve, God never challeng'd the Obedience of 
is Creatures in vertue of his abſolute Domini- 
n, but only in return for Bleſſings n conferr'd 
Dy himſelf. 

Lovz from God was ever to be the Spring 
pf Love to God; and the Manifeſtation of our 
dye was to be ſhewn in Virtue and Obedience. 
od therefore gradually pouring down his 
genefits on his Creatures, expected only the Re- 
urns of their Love in Proportion as he firſt 
ew'd his Love to them. | 
Hzewnce we ſee the Foundation, wherein God 
as laid the Neceſſity of the higheſt Obedience 
rom Chriſtians, for the Gift of his Son to die 
for our Sins; and a Security withal given of an 
appy Eternity: Being the higheſt Bleſſings 
hich God could beſtow, *tis but reaſonable, 
s we have received much, we ſhould love 
much. And as theſe great Bleſſings of Pardon 
no! Sin, and eternal Life, were not granted in 
ovenant either to Je or Gentile; as they wera 
he Purchaſe of his Son's Death; as they are 
ſuch as no Manner of Goodneſs in us can 
challenge, fo we may obſerve on theſe great 
Foundations he has laid the Reaſon and Obli- 
ations of our Duty. He calls for Obedienet 
in the new Teſtament, not now from Creation, 
but the more wonderful Miracle of his Love in 
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perfect Innocence in. Man, or ſincere Repe, 
tance, could have {ſtrictly merited a Title 
the tranſcendent Rewards of Heaven? G0 
gave hopes of. this State to Adam, not fort 
Obſervance of the Law of Nature, but cf 
poſitive Precept he had enjoyn'd him. He: 
ways did, and ever will give this great Happ 
nefs on what Terms he pleaſes: For it is ſug 
as no Labour or Merit of ours can purchat 
They who ever enjoy it, muſt accept it firſt 
the voluntary Giſt of God. All theſe aren 
only ſo many diſtinct Favours and Parts of 
Knowledge in Chriſt, but they bring likewi 
along with them many correſpondent Duty 
owing from us to God for them. For with 
It is a very plain Truth, that every Branch t 
new Inſtruction offer'd by God, every Benet 
conferr'd from thence, becomes a Means toi 
cite, or enlarge our Love, our Hopes or Fer 
and mult neceſſarily tend in ſome degree tou 
fluence our moral Obedience, 

Hence are Chriſtians call'd upon to hig 
degrees of Virtue and Gratitude, than ett 
Few or Gentile. We know more of God, al 
our Duty to him, than either of that Peopk 
and have received greater Benefits from him. 

Tux Senſe of Duty in the Gentile was to bt 
Act of Gratitude for Creation and Preſervatia 
in the Few (beſides theſe) for ſpecial Miracle! 
Love conferr'd on that People; we Chrit 
having received yet more plentiful Meaſurs( 
= Knowle 
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nov ledge and Goodneſs, muſt exceed both, in 
deturns of Love and Duty. 

From the Beginning of the World, we may 
bſerve, God never challeng*d the Obedience of 
is Creatures in vertue of his abſolute Domini- 
n, but only in return for Bleſſings beſt conferr'd 
y himſelf. 

Lovz from God was ever to be the Spring 
f Love to God; and the Manifeſtation of our 
ove was to be ſhewn in Virtue and Obedience. 
od therefore gradually pouring down his 
genefits on his Creatures, expected only the Re- 
ms of their Love in Proportion as he firſt 
ew'd his Love to them. 

Hence we ſee the Foundation, wherein God 
as laid the Neceſſity of the higheſt Obedience 
rom Chriſtians, for the Gift of his Son to die 
or our Sins; and a Security withal given of an 
appy Eternity: Being the higheſt Bleſſings 
hich God could beſtow, tis but reaſonable, 
we have received much, we ſniould love 
nuch. And as theſe great Bleſſings of Pardon 
f Sin, and eternal Life, were not granted in 
ovenant either to cw or Gentile; as they wera 
he Purchaſe of his Son's Death; as they are 
uch as no Manner of Goodneſs in us can 
zwa ballenge, ſo we may obſerve on theſe great 
oundations he has laid the Reaſon and Obli- 
ations of our Duty. He calls for 'Obedience 
re the new Teſtament, not now from Creation, 
put the more wonderful Miracle of his Love; in 
2 creating 
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creating Man anew, who had corrupted himſeſ 
to Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, and raiſin 
him again to the Hopes of an happy Eternit 
and whoever is not willing to worſhip God off 
of this ſenſe of Duty, or eſteem this great Fx 
vour of God with that exalted ſenſe of Loy 
and Gratitude which the Scriptures teach; fra 
ſuch a Man God will accept no Worſhj, 
Thanks or Praiſe at all; for in and through th 
Son only was the Father pleas'd to reſtore My 
to Favour, and by and for the Son's ſake mi 
all our Love and Adoration aſcend back to th 
Father. Was the Knowledge of the Inf 
much greater in divine Matters than it real 
is; yet we do maintain, that ſo long as he refuls 
to embrace this Principle of loving God for ti 
fake of the Son's' Atonement, as our Scripture 
are true, all his Morality is good for nothing, 
Moreover, the exceſſive Vanity that is i 
him of pretending to know and practiſe all Ds 
ties to God without divine Aſſiſtance, is ano 
falſe Principle, ſo evil in itſelf, that it a 
tinguiſhes all Pretences to true Religion. 
Tavs it is with every Infidel who lives nl 
Chriſtian Country; by denying the Son, hea 
have no Acceſs to the Father in any Acts of & 
doration, or expect any Bleſſing from him. 
So widely different are the very Vitals of R 
ligion taught by the Infidel, and thoſe deliver 
in the inſpired Writings. 


1 ſhall 


[9] 


1 frail only mention one Diſcovery. more, | 
which the Chriſtian Reli igion hath made, the 
Revelation of which, brings along with it the 
Neceſſity of a quite new Scheme of Morality. 
mean the Offer of Heaven for Body and Soul, 
in Reward of our Obedience. Hence only do 


( 

se ſee the Neceſſity « of being poor in Spirit, of 
enouncing the preſent World, and preſerving 
. abſolute Purity in Body, Mind, and 
a Thought, 

ul A WORLDLY Temper, or an unclean Perfon, 
can never be fit for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The Doctrine of our great Teacher therefore, 


and that of the Heathen Philoſopher, is ſo far 


e from being the ſame, that the very firſt moral 
u Precept he delivered, at once overturn'd all the 
ue Heathen Philoſophy : Bleſſe id are the poor in Spirit, 


g. bbeirs, and theirs only, is the Kingdomof Heaven, 
Is i War is Poverty of Spirit, or the Suffer- 
Deng Virtues, recommended amongſt the Pagans 
oe of old, as | qualifying Men for che Views of 


"TE 


ty, drawn by modern 1 from 1 

lon of God, and his glorious Perfectionz. 

Cour aRxE this with the Chriſtian; the great- 

ſt Part of which i is directed to flow; from, the 

Example of Chriſt : In one Scheme, the Suffer- 

ng Virtues have no place; in the 0 

ey have the greateſt Share, are made abſo ute- 
C ly 


L 10 
ly neceſſary to perfect the Chriſtian, and qual. 
fy him for the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
Happ we known no more of the ultima 
End of Man, than the Heathens of old did; | 
cannot ſee, that it would have been wrong to 
have drawn all our Meaſures of Action fron 
Maxims of Policy and Pleaſure proper to thi 
World only, in E View to the Goods of thi 
Life. But ſuch a Practice, and ſuch a Temper, 
the Goſpel forbids abſolutely to the Candida 
of Heaven, with the higheſt Reaſons; anda 
thoſe Reafons and Promiſes only, will or cu 
fuch exalred Virtye find a real Suppart, Fa 
Men will neyer be convinced, that they ought 
to renounce this World, and croſs their Deſirs 
of it continually, unleſs for the Hopes of 
better: And left Men ſhould not be willing u 
ſubmit to this wholſome Diſcipline, only fi 
the glorious Views ſet before them, Chriſt hat 
added the Promiſe of divine Aſſiſtance for ou 
Support; and as many as are willing to ſubmi, 
will affuredly feel the glorious Spirit whid 
dictated the holy Scriptures, reaching out 
Strength to exalt them to go through ever 
ſeverer part of it. 

1 proceed now to ſhew the great Happine 
we receive in the Covenant of Grace offer'd by 
Jefus Chriſt. And under this Head, I do nd 
intend to prove that Chriſt made a true and 
proper Atonement for Sin. 
$1 | | 


Tal: 
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Tuts Article of Faith, I ſhall take for grant- 

ed; and ſhall ſhew from thence, that, as far as 

we can judge, eithet from Reafon or Scripture, 

there was no other Way, by which we could. 
be delivered from our Sins, but thto* the moſt 

precious Blood of his Atonement. 

Txt Subject therefore of the following Dif. 
coutſe ſhall be, on the [hportance of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction. 

Evxxv true Chriſtian is ſuppoſed to believe, 
that Chriſt died to make Atonement for Sin. 
'Tis a Fundamental in Chriſtianity. But many 
who will maintain the Truth of Chriſt's Satiſ- 
fiction, will hot contend for the Neceſſity of it. 

Tux Infidel denies both: Tea, and many 
Divines too, will not ſcruple dogmatically to 
teach, that God could have pardom d Mam by 
n Act of meer Dominion, without Injury dome 
to any of His great Perfections. But 1 think 
1 X neither agreeable to — or 
Seripture. * 

Taz Truth then of the Fact being Ane: 
Let us ſee what our Reaſon will judge of ſuch 0 
Fact without Revelation. 

Wꝛ cannot judge any thing leſs; that fi nee the 
Bon of God underwent ſuch bitter Sufferin rings for 
bur Sins, R Was the Will of God he thould fo fo 
ufer. , 

For as the Coutiſels of God are always re- 
ulated by perfect Holineſs, J uſtice, Wm, 
Cy = a 
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all theſe muſt concur in directing his Wl » 


require ſuch Satisfaction for Sin. | 
I TAKE not upon me from the Light of m 
own Reaſon to determine, why God require 
ſuch Puniſhment of his Son; whether it was ne 
ceſſary to illuſtrate his own Holineſs, and De 
teſtation of Sin, in the Sight of Men; or: 
Piece of neceſſary Juſtice, due to his own Ch 
rater as Governor of the World. Under each 
of theſe. Views, an exemplary Puniſhment a 
Sin ſeems neceſſary ; both theſe, and many ot 
Reaſons might concur, which we cannot precit 
ly. fix,upon.. However this be, certain it i 
from the Fact itſelf, that ſince Chriſt ſuffer 
Death as the Price of our Redemption, . ſuch! 
Price or Ranſom God required; and if God 
quired i it, he required. it becauſe it was fitting 
chat he ſhould require it and then it way/-n 
fitting that he ſhould pardon Sin without ſuc 
Satisfaction, though our Reaſon may not b 
able to open all the Grounds of the 5 ienels d 


_ Counſel in God. 
LLOW the Almighty to whe Counſel alway 


Ken b his moral Perfections, and Iven will ſod 
ſee, that, ſince his Wiſdom _ the Death a 
his So Son as the fitteſt Means to pardon the Work 
by 4 "Fe could not in Wiſdom chuſe any, oth! 

nd what he cannot do in Wiſdom, he canno 
do at all: And this is all the Neceſſity we cob. 
8 a Neceſſity founded 3 in. the moral Pet 
Ft jons of God, founded in be Wiſdom ; i 


where 


"Ry 
W. here his Wiſdom. is, : there are 1 united ĩn it 
W tice, Holineſs, Goodnes . 
Fon as the Poet, obſerved, Nad, numen 
beſt, / fi fit prudentia: So is it equally true 3 in 
Divinity, where true, Wiſdom. is, there every 
ther moral Perfection of the Deity. unites with ir. 
Ax Action could not be a wilg,one,, were not 
he Meaſures, of. ſuch Wiſdom, Kfted ag with 
uſtice, Holineſs, Gaogneſ 8. 4 * 

Tat Truth, therefore. of the Fact, 239rdered 
$ a wiſe Being. proves the Fitneſs, of;it and 
be Fitneſs at the ſame time, equally infers. the 
leceſſity of it., 1 would not be thought to. infer, 
hat becauſe Gd was, pleaſed to pardon us, he was 
crefore obliged to pardon ; or that God js al- 
ays obliged to do, whatever he hath been 
laſed to do: No, he was not obliged to create 

an at all, or pardon him after he had ſinned 3 
nd that he did ſo, by transferring our Puniſh- 
ent upon his Son, was an Act of meer Bounty 
o us. But this we may obſerve ſafely. upon the 
tions of a wiſe Being, that he is morally o- 


wan Wliged to govern all his Actions hy perfect Wiſ- 
oom, that is, to ſerve the nobleſt Ends by the 
h est and fitteſt Means. And therefore, when 
orie was pleaſed to greate, he could not create 


an on other Terms, than would ſervę his own- 
na ory and the Good of his Creqtures. In like 
con- anner, when he grants his Pardon to Sinners, 
can grant ſuch Pardon only: on Terms con- 
ent with his ow Glory, and the good of the 

Univerſe 


4 


Univerſe in general: And ve can do no leſs cl 
form this Judgment of his Actions, though we lil 
ſelves cannot always trace the diſtin& Conner 
between the Means God makes uſe of, and | 
the Ends intended by them. 

2dly, RxasoN wil judge, that ſince God i E 
his Son into the World, and ſuffered him toh 
ſpit upon, buffered, ſcourged and crucißel 
ſuch Treatment of the Son of God had not bo 
permitted, could the great Ends God intendedhi 
ſuch a Debaſement of his Son, have been fully 
equally accompliſhed in any other Way. Coil 
the Life of a Beaſt, a Man, 2 Prophet, ort 
Angel, have ranſomed a guilty World, cettan 
ly God the Son had not interpoſed : Nay, we a 
well aſſured, that could our Saviour's Praytf 
and Tears have ſaved us without his Death, Gi 
the Son had not purchaſed our Sanden at f 
Price of his own Blood. 

TAE Heathen could ſay, from: the commii 
Notions Men ever had of the Deity, Nec Da 
interſit, niſi dignus vindice Nodus inciderit and iti 
very natural to obſerve, could Man tw 
redeem'd himſelf, or other inferior Sacrifice ſuf 
ply'd the Place of the Son of God; the 8a 
himſelf had not humbled himſelf to have faveds 
with ſo painful and _ a Conflict. 

Vie this Diſpenſation of God in the Relation 
of Father and Son, and ſee how it appears i 
this Light. Had it been conſiſtent with father) 
Tenderneſs to have given up an only Son to u 

ige 
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1 | | tte Da if there had been found a 
if fue for his Wiſdom to have ſav d us any other 
2 

98 would naturally charge ſuch a Diſ: 
ation, with all the Marks of arbitrary 
ower and Cruelty. God does not chaſtiſe 
an in this World, but for wiſe and merciful 
; or when thoſe wiſe and merciful Ends 
annot be accompliſhed any other way, but by 
ch Puniſhment ; much leſs can we believe he 


wr Would have laid ſuch Loads of Miſery on an 
* mocent Perſon, his moſt dearly beloved, his 


Son, but in Execution of ſuch great Ends, 
hich could not be fulfilled without it. We 
annot believe there was room for Mercy to us, 
ithout this Piece of Juſtice being firſt executed; 
xr had there been ſo, the Relation a Father 
ars to his Son, had, according to our beſt No- 
ons, abſolutely forbid it. 

Tust Reaſons ſeem to me greatly to ſupport 
Belief of the Importance of Chriſt's Satiſ- 
ction; but I offer them not as Concluſive; for 
hateyer relates to the Counſels of God, I think 


i | 
— tural Reaſon by no means an equal Judge of, 
bout the help of Revelation. 

Ae Wa cannot fathom the Depth of his Will 


all its Views, no more than we can that of his 
ſature; and I heartily bleſs God that he hath 
en pleas'd ta afford my Reaſon a clearer 
ght; and hope I ſhall ever be found in the 
lumber of thoſe, who think that one Text of 
Scripture 


ation 
rs i 
her! 
ro N 
go 


4. 
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Seripture hath * tely more Degrees of C 
dibility in it, in matters relating to the Will i 
God, than whole Volumes of the Reaſons 0 
or Religion of Nature. 

Wr can judge when any Propoſition con 
dicts our Reaſon, but cannot, by! the ſhort Li 
of Reaſon, reach all the Treaſures of Wiſdon 
which lie hid 1 in the Counſels of Heaven. Coill 
we do that, we ſhould be as wiſe as God hin 
felf. 

A Revetarion from God, touching by 
own Nature and Will, which is the fit 
adequate Meaſure of our Duty to him, at 
flands atteſted in the Goſpel Hiſtory, may b 
proved to a Demonſtration to be a ſurer Pills 
and Ground of the Truth, than any 7 Conjettin 
either of the Nature or Will of God, ſuggeſſt 
by human Reaſon only. We are not the Fod 
therefore, who truſt in this Evidence, but * 
who reject it. 

My Reaſon there fore and Faith, are fun 
unĩted in this Propoſition, That no one knoyel 
the Father but the Son; that is, truly and fill 
the Will of the Father but the Son, and be f 
whom the Son will reveal him. 

I pass on therefore from natural Reaſon, . 
the better Light of Revelation, and ſhall fron 
thence clearly ptoye, that the Scriptures ab 
lately determine for the Necetity of Chrik 
Satisfaction. 


Fav 
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From the holy Scriptures we are informed; 
hat an Atonement is always ſuppoſed or decla- 
-d heceſſary to take away Sin. 

NzckSssARV therefore with reſpect to God; 
pho is morally obliged ro puniſh Sin, or cannot 
as by the Sins of Men without a Satisfaction. 
In further Proof bf this Doctrine, we can 
produce many Places of Scripture, which men- 
jon the Reaſons: why God declares he muſt 
puniſh Sin. Sometimes we are refer'd to his 
olineſs. Thus God declares by the Pſalmiſt, 
ould he paſs by the Sins of Men, man might 
dee God wwas ſuch anone as himſelf. God puniſhes 
erefore the Sinner; in order to illuſtrate his 
olineſs in the fight of Men. 

Is like manner Moſes aſſures us, that God is 
hen ſanctiſed, and his Holineſs proclaimed 
pon Earth, when he revenges himſelf upon 
ners. And thus it is in all Parts of Scripture; 
herever the Counſel of God is delivered for the 
ecution of his Wrath againſt Sin, we are al- 
ys referred to one or other of his Attributes, 
to the Vindication of his Authority, which 
bears over us, as Governor of the World ; 
ver to his arbitrary Will, or the Dictates of 
re Dominion. | 
Sr. Paul opening the Counſel of God to the 
mans in ſending his Son, tells them, that 
od Jet him forth for a Propitiation to vindicate 
Fuſtice in the Remiſſion of Sin, or Sins paſt, 
rough the Forbearance of God, Chriſt therefore 
D we 
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we ſee, was ſent into the World; in order h 
vindicate the Juſtice of God, in pardoning th; 
paſt Tranſgreſſions of Men: Which Dot 
plainly inſtructs us, that had God not ſent li 
Son into the World to make Atonement for Sy, 
he could not have vindicated his Juſtice, in da 
he had winked ſo long at the Tranſgreſſiom «AR 
n, committed before Chriſt came. 4 


Trxovcn God had forborn long, and nl 
puniſn'd us as his Juſtice directed in the A 
paſt for the Sins of Men; yet was it neceflan 
that he ſhould require at length Satisfaction ſu 
ſuch Sins; which Satisfaction St. Paul declary 
God received in the Blood of his Son. 

T is plain therefore from God's own Mouth 
that God thinks himſelf bound in Juſtice n 
puniſh Sin: And accordingly we may obſer 
that there never was any of his Creatures, eite 
in Heaven or Earth, who have ſinned, but la 
ſuffered for it; Man in Death, and the Devi 
in Expulſion from Heaven: Man indeed tin 
the Mercy of Chriſt reſtored to Favour butt 
Devils having no Saviour, are left as Mon 
ments of Divine Wrath in eternal Damnati 


And if to theſe particular Texts of Scrip of 
we add one more found there, Colof. n 
that God made Man for himſelf , that l 0 
to ſet before him his own Glory, or his th 
great Perfections, to call back ſuitable At by 
knowledgments of theſe his great Perfecta © 


from us, in Love and Adoration : If this u 


* 
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7 the principal End, why God made Man, and 
not, as ome Writers ſpeak, to make Man great 
and happy, but only in the ſecond place to make 
W thoſe great and happy, who ſhould firſt ac- 


Wi:nowledge the greatneſs of God in Love and 


= Adoration. 


= How can God demonſtrate that he is holy, 

in the Sight of Men, or that he hath an inhe- 
rent Averſion to Sin, if he do not puniſh for it? 
To reward Virtue, and puniſh Vice, are ſuch 
ſignificant Expreſſions of God's Holineſs, that 
all his Love of Virtue, and Hatred to Sin, would 
ſeem inſipid without it; without theſe very 
Teſtimonies, ſinful Men might well conclude, 
that God was like themſelves. 

How could he be juſt, I mean, to his own 
Character, as an holy Being, as a Deliverer of 
holy Laws, as\a Preſerver of Order and good 
Government ; if he did not denounce his Threats 
again the inordinate Actions of Men, and after 
ſuch Threats leave viſible Examples of his Ven- 
geance? 

Tur Holineſs of his Nature, the Gœodnels 
of his Laws, and the Honour of his Govern- 
ment, call for this Piece of Juſtice upoſi the 
Offender; and if Men will not acknowledge 
theſe great Truths, that belong to the Deity, 
by a ſuitable Behaviour in this Wotld. tis ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould be compell'd by a Senſe of 
Pain to teſtify it in the next. Whatever fooliſh 
Man, who can make a Mock it Sin, may think 

D2 of 
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of this Matter, the great Governor of the 
World, will never ſuffer his Government of 
any People in any Period of Time, to be tranſ 
mitted to future Ages, either in the View of 
Heaven or Earth, without leaving evermor: 
the diſtinguiſhing Marks of his Love to Virtue, 
and Deteſtation of Sin, by Rewards and Puniſh: 
ments. 

GREAT and Holy, Juſt and Good, hath 


God ſhewed himſelf in one View before us, by 


giving us his Son, wherein he hath puniſh 
Sin, yet ſaved the Sinner; and united in on 
great Action, the Harmony of all his Perfedi: 


ONS, 


Since then it is the Scripture Account, thi 
God cannot paſs by Sin without a Satisfaction 
in Blood: I think there is a plain Demonſtrat⸗ 
on, that no Creature either in Heaven or Earth, 
could truly and properly atone for Sin. Ity 
not in the Power of any Creature to make 4 
proper Atonement for Sin; for all the Power 
he hath to act withal are God's Bounty to him, 


When. he exerts theſe Powers and Faculties a 


far as he is able for the Honour of God, herei 
he does only his Duty, and ſhall have his Re 
ward; the beſt he can, do, is what he is bound ty 
do; here is no Goodneſs, or Virtue, or Merit, 
to ſpare, which he can place tg, another's Ac 


count. 


Hay. there been any F riend to Mankind a 
diſtinguiſhed Pier on Earth, or one 1n high 


Honour 
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Honour in the Court of Heaven, that could have 
ranſomed 2 guilty World; yet ſuch a Media- 
tor leſs than God hirgſelf, had not been ſuitable 
for us ; for Men would have thought him wor- 
thy of the higheſt Honours they could have 
paid, that could have eas'd the World of their 
male Fears, and united Heaven and Earth i in 
Friendſhip again. 

Happily therefore was it order'd, that he 
who was appointed to manage this great Affair, 
of ſuch Importance to Mankind, gave the 
orld Proofs of his awn inherent Divinity, by 
he Titles which he aſſumed, the divine Attri- 
butes which he ſhew'd, the Offices he bore, 
and the Worſhip he claimed : God the Father 
plainly vindicating every Claim our great Me- 
liator made, before us, when he rais'd him open- 
from the dead, and plac'd him at his own 
ght hand in Glory: And by the way we may 
e 4 bſerve, that after God the Son had ſhew'd ſuch 
en ſtoniſning Acts of Goodneſs to Mankind, it 
im, eem'd a proper Time to recognize his Divine 
; 4 {Wlajeſty; ſuch an endearing Character of Sa- 
rein W'1our and Redeemer, could not fail to call forth 
Re. Nie devouteſt Acknowledgments of every inge- 


d to vous Mind: And upon this Truth an ingenious 


ert Writer hath well obſerved, that had not the 
; Ac; reator and Redeemer been the ſame God 
dich worketh all in all, Men would have been 
pt ta haye forgot their Creator, thro? the ſupe- 
tor Obligations they had to their Redeemer; 


at 


CS |: 
at leaſt Honour, and Prajſe, and Thanks, hu 
been equally divided between them. 


FarTHER yet, I have one Argument 9 
offer for the Importance of Chriſt's Satisfaction 


which of itſelf is to me plainly convincing abon 
all the reſt; it is drawn, not from a ſingle Ten 
_of Scripture, but plainly infiſted on through; 
long Chain of Reaſoning in the Epiſtles of & 
Paul, which he uſes as the moſt powerful Reaſa 
to gain both Few and Gentile to the Chriſtiy 
Faith. 
In the courſe of this Argument, he never i 
the leaſt mentions, or ſo much as hints that Gol 
could, if he had pleaſed, have pardon'd Ma, 
without any Atonement; or that the Virte 
and Efficacy of Chriſt's Atonement, is deri 
from the arbitrary Will of God; but is of iti 
of ſuch inherent Worth, as to merit our R6 
demption, and deliver us from the Evils of n 
He tells the Gentiles, that Nature hath u 
help for Sinners; for could our Righteouſns 
with God have been obtained by any Law 
fore Chriſt, it had been by the Law of Mi 
Gal. ni. 21. | | | 
To the Fews he ſays, that their Law ws 
qually defective in the great Points, offer 
neither Juſtification from Sin, nor eternal L 
Neither the Blood of Bulls nor of Goats co 
take away Sin, and Sin remaining no Fav 
with God, or eternal Life, was to be expect 
that Diſpenſation. _ 
yy y 


23 
Wnar was wanting to both Jet and Gentile, 
de ſhews that Chriſt only is able to perform; 
in the Defence of Chriſt, he enters into the Na- 
ture and value of his Sacrifice, demonſtrates 


the Reality of his Atonement, and the inherent 
on Wi: xcellency of it, from the Dignity of Chriſt's 
en perſon, the two Natures God and Man joyned 


M4 ogether ; declaring from thence, that the Blood 
Wot Chriſt only could reach all the Evils of Sin, 
f purify the Offender's Conſcience, in that it had 
la 


an eternal Spirit, or divine Perſon united with it. 
Tnar the Redeemed and Redeemer were of 
ne Nature, therein fitted according to the 
Law of Proxies, to ſuffer the Puniſhment in the 


May WWcry Nature that ſinned; and yet fit withal, in 
ire irtue of his unchangeable Prieſthood, his o- 
mi ber Nature, to ſtand before God, and intercede 
iar us, able to ſave to the uttermoſt all thoſe 


ho are willing to draw nigh to God, through 
Faith in his Blood. | | | 

If an Atonement in Blood was not really ne- 
eſſary to take away Sin, why does the Apoſtle 
Iay, without ſhedding of Blood there is no Remiſſion 
Sin ? 

Ir God could have publiſhed the Pardon of 
Mankind by a Word or a Nod from Heaven, 
or was it conſiſtent with the divine Attributes 
o have decreed Remiſſion of Sin on any Terms, 
tis very ſtrange the Apoſtle ſhould not drop the 
caſt hint of any ſuch Power in God; but inſtead 
of that ſhould draw entirely the whole Grounds 
of 


D 
of our Salvation, from the inherent Value « 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, and not the Merits of Chriſt 
Sacrifice in any degree from the arbitrary Ay. 
pointment of God. 

Ir might have been eaſily ſaid in a few Word, 
that God would have it ſo, or that he will ng 
pardon without Faith in the Blood of his Son; 
and then all the Pains the Apoſtle hath take 
to reſolve the ſole Grounds of our Redemptia 
into the peculiar Value and Importance of Chriſt 
Sacrifice, as neceſſary to make Atonement with 
God, ſhould have been ſpared ; for on tha 
Ground of our Juſtification, they could han 
had no place in the Argument at all. 

AccoRDING to the Reaſoning of many Di 
vines, God was at Liberty to have granted Re- 
miſſion of Sin through the Blood of Bulls and of 
Goats, or on any other Terms; but this is ex 
preſly contrary to the Apoſtle's Aſſertion; with 
this Opinion muſt we charge the Arian Set; 
and therefore we may obſerve, when they ſpeak 
of the great Works, either of Redemption « 
Sanctification, they ſpeak in ſuch Language 8 
reſolves the entire Merits of theſe into the Will 
and Power of God the Father, making the S0 
and Holy Ghoſt like Moſes of old, purely mi 
niſterial in each Work. 

THEy never ſpeak, as our Church Catechiſn: 
declares, that God the Son redeemed us, and God 


che holy Ghoſt ſanctified us; but God the Ft 
the 


1 
«+ redeemed us by the Son, and ſanctified us 
by the holy Spirit 3 ſo cautious are they in all 
beit Language, not to give the Share of the 
eal Merit of either great Work, either to Son 
Js Holy Ghoſt z as well knowing, if they did, 
uch a Declaration would virtually prove each 
perſon to be true God. But St. Paul reaſons 
ot after the Manner of theſe Men, he attri- 
utes the real Merit of our Juſtification: to the 
dacrifice of Chriſt, and reſolves the Value of 
is Sacrifice into the Dignity of his Perſan, into 
he Sacrificeyoined-with the eternal and divine 
Spirit 3 and becauſe ſuch Sacrifice had every me- 
torious Virtue in it, therefore God remitted 
he Sin on its Account. Moreover, ſo Neceſ- 
ury and Important was Chriſt's Sacrifice, that 
e Apoſtle expreſly ſays, Had former ſacrifices 
een able to have atoned for ſin, then no place bad 
en found for the latter ane of Chriſt 3, and again, 
ould juſtification have come by the law of Moſes, 
ben Chriſt bad died in vain, From which and 
any other Paſſages that might be recited from 
be ſame Apoſtle, we may ſee plainly, if we 
o not wink hard, the following Truths preſent 
| the way in the Apoſtle's Mind, whilſt he 
as treating this Argument with Jew and Gen- 
c, viz, That Sin cannot beremitted without an 
tonement in Blood; that the efficient Cauſe 
Man's Redemption is to be attributed to the 
lood of Chriſt, in whom, and for whoſe ſake 
od forgave our Sins; and that Chriſt would 
"} E not 
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not have ſhed his Blood, or his Blood had: beg 
ſhed in vain, could our Redemption have com 
by the Law, either of Nature or Moſes, or h 
any Sacrifice or Means, leſs than the moſt noh 
and precious Blood of the Son of God. I 
Arians denying the real Divinity of the 80 
fall into the Socinian Scheme in this Article; ft 
they well know, if Chriſt be not true God, k 
could make no true and proper Atonement fy 
Sin 3 therefore they ſuppoſe no true and propeli 
Atonement in the Work of our Redemptio 


= 


But this is plainly unſcriptural, as we have ſen 
ſo dangerous is it to alter one Article of Faith 

for it draws other fundamental Errors after it . 
and it not only breaks up the Foundation of 7 
Faith, but affects the Chriſtian Morality in r 
very vital Part, as we ſnall ſee preſently. 

Tuxxx is ſo little Knowledge of true Din 5 
nity, or at leaſt Reliſh for it in this wretche I 
Age of Infidelity, that perhaps we may wy - 
asked, ſince we attribute ſo much Merit to © 
Son, What ſhare the Father had in our ch 
demption? 1 Anſwer, Not leſs Mercy ay nn 
Goodneſs in one than the other: becauſe wit fl 
the Father might have ,puniſtied ſinful Mah .- 
and his Juſtice required that he ſhould, be vant ;. 1 
willing in great Goodneſs, to transfer the dy 
niſhment from us to his Son: This Act of m , 
ferring the Puniſhment in the Commutarion( gin 
Perſons, was an Act of pure Dominion in Ul - :1 


Father, and flowed from great * 
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freely accepting the Puniſhment, Juſtice was 
lone to Sin, and Man eſcaped. 

Tuvs hath Mercy and Truth met together, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other. 

'LzT us now draw an Inference or two Am the 
Doctrine we have delivered. | 

"From what hath been ſaid, we may judge of 
the Pretences the Infidel makes to ſuperior Wiſ⸗ 

dom, in not believing in Jeſus Chriſt. 
His Faith he will tell you muſt ſubmit to his 
Reaſon, and his Reaſon won't allow him either 
to acknowledge the Truth, or rely on the Merit 
of Chriſt's Atonement for Sin. Such is the In- 
kdel's Reaſon; but the true Chriſtian admits the 
Truch, and acknowledges his Salvation 3 18 Fowing 
to the Merit of Chriſt's Atonement. 
Wuren fort of Men hath moſt Reales and 
Senſe amongſt them, * may be determin'd in 
a few Words. | 
WZ 'Chriſtians View believe w_ mw in 
Chriſt, becauſe we have undoubted Evidence, 
that God will not pardon Sin without an Atone- 
ment, and that Chriſt died on purpoſe to make 
fuch- Atonement; and that as God did raiſe up 
dis Son from the dead, and ſhewed him openly, 
when riſen again to the World, he gave irreſiſti- 
ble Proof, that he had actepted fuch Death of 
fn Son as the Atoneinierte and Racbin* =e our 
ins. 2 9 111.4 e 4 
Wr then believe al this, TY we 0 
Aer a ſtrong, cleat, and well atteſted 
E 2 Matter 
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every thing chey offer which is inconſiſtent with, 
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Matter of Fact; for as ſure as it can be prone 

that Chriſt died on the Croſs, ſo ſure it is, WY 

he died to ſatisfy the Juſtice. of God's Weak ol 

the Sins of the World. Pay 

Taz Infidel cannot diſprove the. Marer of 

F act, and yet will not believe the Truth an 

Doctrine dependant upon, and inſeparably o cot. 
nected with it. Judge now then, . who ca 
judge at all of the plaineſt Propoſition in th 
World, which Side hath the ſtrongeſt Proof 
the Infidel who. gives us a Creed drawn from hi 
own Conjectures only on the Will of God, « 
ours drawn from the Will of God, atteſted b 
the. Death, and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
tor tis plain, that till theſe Facts are diſproved 


or contraty t, ſuch Facts, can proceed fron 
nothing leſs than the higheſt Prejudice in think 
ing imaginable, or rather no thinking at all. 
Upon the whole then, where is true Wiſdon 
anda right Ingenuity of thinking to be found? 
Is it not always in, thoſe who are govern'd by 
the ſtrongeſt. Reaſons, who- determine that Wi. 
Judgment; by the cleareſt Evidence? If thele YG 
are the genuine Characters of a truly free and Men 
great Saul, of a Mind wholly, 1 void of Slavery ME |: 
and, Superſtition; then aſſuredly is the Chriſtin 
Belicyers the, tyuly wiſe and free, Thinker; an 
they who can ridicule our Faith, or reject the 
Merits of A Saviour, are the Men, of all others 


molt. Weak, the e Bigots, and mol 
Superſti 
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od WP uperſticious. Infidelity in a Chriſtian, Coun- 
, muſt always be reſolved into a weak Head, 


ur an evil Heart; Ignorance or Vice, or both, 
ways make up the Compoſition. 


E 24), Ir our Doctrine be the true — of 
ue Senſe of Scripture 31 it is certainly the Duty 
0. ran Teachers of Chtiſtis Doctrine, when they 
ee preaching up the Merits of a Saviour, that 
ey contend not only for the Truth, the Ex- 
of; ency of Chriſt's Miſſion, but go on, with 


t. Paul to inſiſt on the n and ene 
ſeceſſity of it. . 
Av open Infidel does not do more | Miſchief 
an a bad Defence; for we may eaſily betray a 
dod Cauſe, by putting it on top narrow a 
ottom, or mak ing unwary Conceſſons Ki. 
Tuus whilſt we ſcruple to contend Rache 
ſolute Neceſſity of a Saviour, the need Man 
dof a perfect Rule in Morality, and of a 
yenant of Grace to fallen Man; hence the 
del hath taken occaſion to deny ſometimes 
Truth, and ſometimes the want of _ At 
0.1 
"Ws * geririas * an 8 was 
neceſſary with God in order to forgive Sing 
| he will have a good Reaſon for maintaining 
t Chriſt died not to atone for Sin at all for 
ill be difficult to conceive, that. a Perſons ſo 
h in Nature, and ſo dear to che F ather, ſhould: 
eſuch a ſevere Puniſhment laid upon him 
he Father, if, ſuch, Puniſhment had not heen 
2 ; neceſfiry 


1 

neceſſary - to the Remiſfion of Sin. The b. 
ctrine ſtands very ſaſe, and clear of all Diffiay 
ries the other Way; that as the Fact was u. 
doubtedly true, it was therefore neceſſary: Pi 
as it is undoubtedly true, that the Alz why 
governs all his Counfels, by perfect Wild 
and'Juſtice ; fo theſe Attributes in God mik 
it neceſſary fof Hm ro require the perfect 4 
tonement which Chriſt made in his Blood. An 
we af further confirmed in this Truth fl 
Revelation; which declares for the Necgſſij d 
Chriſt's Atonement, that our Redemption wa 
owing to it; inſomuch, that had Chriſt u 
come, we had died i itt out Sins. 7 

- Laſtly, T would obſerve'' the Neceſſity « 
maintaiitig the Impottinte of Chriſt*s' Sari 
ction, from the Influence it hath upon the C 
ſtian Morality. This Senſe of our Faith! 
eontend for, as it is tlie Gofpel Senſe bf i 
moreover, as the ground and vital Princi 
from whence rk; oj} nd our ir Ads of K 
and Duty to God. 

Ovx Love to God the Father is det 
Scripture to flow from a juſt Senſe of his Me 
in transferring our Puniſhment on his Son: f 
the Son for _ WOE ans Puniſhment 
wr FR” >. 

* Taxy who have not this Sei of Faith, 0 
have no true Principle of Love to God; for! 
whois not willing to acknowledge the Work! 
our Redemption, as the invaluable Act of Met 


{ 31 
n Father and Son, and make all the return of 
bis Love, as ſo many Expreſſions of his Gra- 
rude flowing from theſe Principles, can pay no 
Duty to God that he will accept; for the ground 
of all Mercies, which Sinners receive from 
Heaven, is owing to the Son 3 and therefore all 
he Returns of our Love muſt aſcend Nen to 
the Father, by the Son, and for his ſake. 

Tuksk are the Goſpel ined wal by which 
e muſt love God. 

| IMAGINE now with me Writers, that an 
\ronement was not neceſſary, or that the Al- 
ighty could, conſiſtent with his moral Per- 
etions, have publiſh'd our Pardon by a Word 
pr a Nod from Heaven; then that exalted 
eaſure of the Love of God, in giving us his 
don, as deſcribed by the Apoſtles, greatly ſinks 
n our Eſteem; the Love and Honour which we 
we to Chriſt, for the Share he had in our Re- 
lemption, immediately languiſhes ; and in 
uch an Opinion the vital and animating Prin- 
iple of our Duty grows dead, and we have at 
dnce a new Principle of Goſpel Duties, or 
ather no animating Principle at all. 
Bur take this Matter in the View of the In- 
ortance and Neceſſity of Chriſt's Satisfaction: 
hen we ſee-at. once with what Difficulty our 
dalvation was ob what ſtupendous Love 
here was in both Father and Son; and as 
ach Love in both was beyond all Expreſſion, 
0 muſt ſuch EL Love” ever. raiſe up the 


Mind of the devout Worſhipper into the hi 
eſt Sentiments of Love and Honour, and 
all Chriſtians ready to diſtmguiſh the height 
- they Love, by the Degrees of their Oben 

To conclude: Not only this; buteveny 
> holy Faith, is in fome degree 
tant to the Uſes of Morality ; for every A 
of the Chriſtian, Faith, is a further Diſcoy 
either of the Wiſdom, Power, or Goo xd} 
of God to Man; the better therefore we H 
the more Reaſons end Motives we ſhal have 
our Obedience. ay op * : 

Arx bur Acts of Faith will beget ot 
new Springs of Love, or Fear; and as 
creaſe, Virtue and Obedience will not faily 
creaſe with them. he? 


. Gol grant Wee that Faith) may inc 
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drration, ever more. 
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aur Days, and Live to the Father fatl 
Sake of his Son : To whom with the haly 
 beuſeribed all Honour,” Glory, Love, af 


(3 9101 11452599 [KY 
* ; . oY 


